XV11
No.

one should, or should not, fight for Danzig; what does matter is for
France and Britain to be resolved to prevent a new Nazi coup and to
apply a brake to National-Socialist expansion while there is still time.........136

125    M. COULONDRE ................................................           Berlin, May 9

The general impression is that Europe will continue to enjoy a respite
of comparative calm, during which the Axis Powers will strive through
the medium of propaganda and diplomacy to defeat the determination
of London and Paris to oppose any further attempts at aggression............140
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German propaganda claims that the risk of war is due to Polish
obstinacy over the question of Danzig. It does not add that from the
commercial, naval and military point of view, Danzig commands
access to Poland and that Germany, once mistress of the Free City,
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Herr von Ribbentrop appears to contemplate a partition of Poland
dependent upon a German-Russian agreement; he would not appear
to be the only one of this opinion in Germany. Herr Hitler, however,
would seem to be reluctant for ideological reasons to come to an
understanding with the U.S.S.R., aimed ultimately at the destruction
of the British Empire against which Herr von Ribbentrop harbours
a personal grudge. Thus Germany will exploit every setback in the
negotiations now in progress between Britain, France and Russia...............147
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The German Government has not yet lost all hope of attaining its ends

by eventually exhausting the vigilance of France and Great Britain............149
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Incidents are occurring on the Polish-Danzig frontier. The most
serious to date took place at Kalthof, a Polish Customs station, which
has been pillaged by S.A. men, one of whom has been killed.....................149
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These incidents, cleverly exploited, will enable Germany to raise an
outcry against Polish persecution, to proclaim that conditions are
becoming unbearable for Germans, to announce that it-is her duty
to protect them ; in brief, to begin a manoeuvre similar to that which
succeeded in the case of Czechoslovakia, and which ought to be unmasked......152
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Polands adopts a conciliatory attitude over the Kalthof incident and
takes care not to envenom the discussion already in progress in the
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The prevailing view at the Wilhelmstrasse appears to be that if Poland
does not yield, Herr Hitler's future action will be determined by the
outcome of the Anglo-Russian negotiations. Hence the Ambassadors
of France and Great Britain in Berlin emphasize to their respective
Governments the urgency of concluding the Anglo-Franco-Russian
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The Notes delivered by the Danzig Senate to the Polish High Com-
missioner following the Kalthof incident reveal the tactics of the
Government of the Free City, which consist in pursuing a policy of
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An increased infiltration of German military elements is further noted
in the Free City; the Polish authorities do not seem to be disturbed
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